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Please amend claims 2-4, 7-8, 10, 17-18, 23, 27-29, 32-33, 35, 41 3 43-45, 49, and 52-55. 
The claims arc as follows: 

L (Canceled) 

2. (Currently amended) The system of claim 4, wherein the datasct is < i iiuu-SAP-furmalt e d 
dalaset formatted such 1 hat the, d at asct is not readable by q program or module of l he_b,usincs_s 

3. (Currently amended) The system of claim 4, wherein the datasct is a-S AP- forma tte d da taset 
formatted such that the datasct is readable by a ny program or modulo of the business information 
system . 

4. (Currently amended) A system comprising a processor and a computer readable memory unit 
coupled to the processor, said memory unit containing instructions that when executed by the 
processor implement a method for generating a report by a reporting tool of a SAP business 
information system using data included within an Aspect file, said method comprising executing 
a rrorHSAP bridge program not comprised bv the business information system , said executing 
including: 

generating the Aspect file through use of data derived from a dataset, said generating 
using a first operating system, said Aspect file not readable by the SAP business information 
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system only because the SAP business information system is functioning within a second 
operating system that differs from the first operating system; 

converting the Aspect file into a Temp file that is readable by the SA-P business 
information system; and 

transmitting the Temp file to the SA-P business information system, wherein the SAP 
business information system c o mprises an S AP^y^utivc ^nfoTO^ has 
reporting capabilities in conjunct io n with a business data warehouse . 

5. (Cancolcd), 

6. (Previously presented) The system of claim 10, wherein the bridge program is farther adapted 
to cause the rollup records in the generated Aspect file to be sorted with respect to the keygroup, 

7. (Currently amended) The system of claim 10, wherein the dataset is a ui i ri-SAP-foi m atted 
tfcttosct formatte d such that the dataset is not r eadablc_1)y ^ p rogram or niQdulc of the business 
i n lb rma li on system 

8. (Currently amended) The system of claim 10, wherein the dataset is a SAP-furmatt c d data.sct 
formatte d such that the dataset is r eada ble bv any program or module of the biisines slnjormatiou 

9. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 0, wherein the bridge program is further adapted 
09/893,990 3 



PAGE 4/21 * RCVD AT 1 1/1 8/2005 10:49:42 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/29 * DNIS:2738300 " CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):04-56 



NOV-18-05 FRI 11=52 AM 



FAX NO. 



P. 05 



to generate a trace file that includes a representative rollup kcyvaluc of the kcygroup and a 
pointer that points to a portion of the datasct, said portion being correlated with the representative 
rollup keyvalue, 

1 0. (Currently amended) A system for generating a report by a reporting tool of a SAP business 
information system using data included within an Aspect file having rollup records, said system 
comprising a non-SAP bridge program p ot comprised by the business information sy stem, 
wherei n the bridge program. i s adapted to generate the Aspect file through use of data derived 
from a datasct and to transmit the Aspect file to the SAP business information system, said 
dalaset having a kcygroup, wherein to generate the Aspect file includes to roll up a portion of the 
datasct with respect to the keygroup, wherein each rollup record has a rollup field and a quantity 
field, wherein the rollup field stores a rollup kcyvalue of the kcygroup, wherein the quantity field 
stores the number of datasct records that have the same rollup kcyvaluc, wherein each roll up 
record has a unique rollup kcyvalue, and wherein the SAP business information system 
comprh>cs-it-SAP -CxecuttTcH Luformation S ystenrfBfS) has reporting capabilities in conixincUoq 
wilh a bu siness d ata warehouse . 

1 1 . (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 0, wherein the bridge program is further adapted 
to identify select records of the datasct in accordance with at least one selection rule applied to 
the datasct, and wherein the portion of the datasct includes the select records so identified. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 11, wherein to identify the select records includes to accept as 
09/893,990 4 
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input a first date and a second date, wherein the first date is earlier than the second date, and 
wherein the selection rules do not permit identifying as a select record any record of the datasct 
having an effective dale thai is earlier than Ihe first date or later than the second date. 

13. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 0, wherein Ihe dataset is selected from the group 
consisting of a table, a spreadsheet, and a combination thereof 

14. (Previously presented) The system of claim 10, wherein the report relates to procurement 
data, and wherein the rollup records include the procurement data, 

15. (Original) The system of claim 14, wherein the procurement data is selected from the group 
consisting of purchase order data, invoice data, and a combination thereof. 

16. (Canceled) 

17- (Currently amended) The system of claim 23, wherein a first datasct of the N datasets is ti 
notpSA-P ■fonnatlec hfartaset formatted such that the datasct is not readable bv a program o r 
modul e of the business inform ati on system . 

1 8, (Currently amended) The system of claim 23, wherein a first dataset of the N datasets is <t 
SAP -formatted da toet for matted such that th e datasct is readable bv any program or m odule of 
the busines s informati on system . 

09/893,990 5 
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19. (Previously presented) The system of claim 23, wherein a first dataset of the N datascts and a 
second dalaset of the N datascts have different formats. 

20. (Previously presented) The system of claim 23, wherein the datascts D,, D 2? D N have 
formats F lf F 2 , F N , respectively, wherein the at least one bridge program comprises N bridge 
programs P ]s P 3 , P N respectively keyed to the formats F,, F 2 , F N for respectively generating 
the Aspect files A ls A 2 , A N . 

21 . (Previously presented) The system of claim 23, wherein the datasets D u D 2) D N have 
formats Fj, F 2 , — , F N , respectively, find wherein the at least one bridge program consists of one 
bridge program having logical paths L u L^, 1^ respectively keyed to the formats F l5 F 2 , 1 7 N 
for respectively generating the Aspect fdes A 14 A 2 , A N . 

22. (Previously presented) The system of claim 23, wherein the selection rules are the same for 
each of the N datascts, 

23. (Currently amended) A system for generating a report by a reporting tool of a SAP business 
information system using and combining data included within N Aspect files A„ A 2 , A N 
respectively having rolhip records [R]„ [R] 2 , [R] N , said N at least 2, said system comprising 
at least one non-SAP bridge program not compris ed by the busin ess information system, wherei n 
Ihe b ridge prog:aniis adapted to respectively generate the N Aspect files through use of data 
derived from select records [S]„ [S] 2 , [S] N of N datascts D,, D 2 , D N , respectively, and to 

09/893,990 6 
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transmit the N Aspect files to the SAP business information system, said select records [S] ;> [S] 2 , 
[S] N having a common keygroup, wherein to generate the N Aspect files comprises, for I = 1 , 
2, andN; 

to identify the select records [S]j in accordance with selection rules Applied to D 4 ; and 
lo roll up the select records [S]j with respect to the common keygroup, wherein the rollup 
records [R]j corresponding to [S]j have a rollup field and a quantity field, wherein the rollup field 
stores a rollup kcyvalue of the select records [S] it wherein the quantity field stores the number of 
select records of [S] 4 that have the same rollup kcyvalue, wherein each rollup record [R] t has a 
unique rollup kcyvalue, and wherein the SAP business information system e o mpri s cg-a-S At* 
Exe cutive In ibiTrtnHCT^y$tenr(frI-S-) has re porting capabili ties in conjunction with a business 
data warehouse , 

24. (Previously presented) The system of claim 23, wherein the report relaLcs to procurement 
data, and wherein the rollup records [R] l? [R] 2 , [R] N include the procurement data. 

25, (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein the procurement data is selected from the group 
consisting of purchase order data, invoice data, and a combination thereof, 

26. (Canceled) 

27, (Currently amended) The method of claim 29, wherein the dataseL is a-itcti-5Af-formattcd 
xhthnsct joiiriaLted . such that the datas c t is not readable bv a program or m odu le of the business 

09/893,990 7 
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infor mation system . 

28. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29, wherein the dataset is a SAP^fo r ma ttcd-dhtasct 
formatted suc h thai th e dataset is reada ble bv any program or module of the busin ess jnfonualioil 
system , 

29- (Currently amended) A method for generating a report by a reporting tool of a SAP business 
information system using data included within an Aspect file, said method comprising executing 
a nonHSAP bridge program not comprised b y the busincssj nformation system, said executing 
including: 

generating the Aspect file through use of data derived from a dataset, said generating 
using a first operating system, said Aspect file not readable by the SAP business information 
system only because the SAP business information system is functioning within a second 
operating system that differs from the first operating system; 

converting the Aspect file into a Temp file that is readable by the SAP business 
information system; and 

transmitting the Temp file to the S AP business information system, wherein the SAP 
business information system comprises a n-SAPExr culivc Information Sys t em (EIS) has 
reporti ng capabilities in co njunc tion with a business data warehouse , 

30. (Canceled) 

09/893,990 8 
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31 , (Previously presented) The method of claim 35, wherein generating the Aspect file includes 
causing the rollup records in the generated Aspect file to be soiled with respect to the keygroup, 

32, (Currently amended) The meLhod of claim 35, wherein the datasct is a-tton^SAP -furmaltcd 
dnfcttet formatted such that the dat asct is not readable by a program or mod ul e of the business 
information system , 

33, (Currently amended) The method of claim 35, wherein the datasct is a SAF-fomui t ted -dataset 
formatted such that the datas ct is readable by an y program or mo dule of the business informatio n 

Sy- S i§m, 

34, (Previously presented) The method of claim 35, further comprising generating a trace file that 
includes a representative rollup keyvaluc of the keygroup and a pointer that points to a portion of 
the datasct, said portion being correlated with the representative rollup keyvalue. 

35, (Currently amended) A method for generating a report by a reporting tool of a SAP business 
information system using data included within an Aspect file having rollup records, said method 
comprising; 

providing a datasct having a keygroup; and 

executing a noivSAP bridge program pot comprised by the business information system, 
including generating the Aspect file, said generating comprising rolling up a portion of the 
datasct with respect to the keygroup, wherein each rollup record has a rollup field and a quantity 

09/893,990 9 
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Held, wherein the rollup field .stores a rollup keyvalue of Ihe keygroup, wherein the quantity field 
stores the number of dataset records that have the same rollup keyvalue, wherein each rollup 
record has a unique rollup keyvalue, and 

wherein the SAP business information system comprises a SAP Ex e cutiv e Lifom i a t io rrSystcm 
flStS-) has reporting ca pabilit ies in conjunction with a business dat a warehouse . 

36. (Previously presented) The method of claim 35, further comprising identifying select records 
of the dataset in accordance with at least one selection rule applied to the dataset* said portion of 
the dataset including the select records so identified. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 36, said identifying including accepting as input a first date 
and a second date, said first date earlier than said second date, said selection rules not permitting 
said identifying to identity as a select record any record of the dataset having an effective date 
that is earlier than Lhc first date or later than the second date. 

38. (Previously presented) The method of claim 35, wherein the dataset is selected from the 
group consisting of a table, a spreadsheet, and a combination thereof. 

39. (Previously presented) The method of claim 35, wherein the report relates to procurement 
(tola! and wherein the rollup records include the procurement data. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 39, wherein the procurement data is selected from the group 
09/893,990 10 
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consisting of purchase order data, invoice data, and a combination thereof. 

41. (Currently amended) The method of claim 35, further comprising: 

transmitting the Aspect file to the SAP business information system whore the Aspect file 
becomes a Temp file having the rollup records; 

making a query to sum over the quantity field for a subset of the rollup records of the 
Temp file, wherein the subset is determined by the query, and wherein the query is adapted to 
being executed by a SAF module tir*h<rSAP- ujmputing e nvironment j^f the .bu siness information 
system : and 

executing the query by the SAP module including returning a result of the query. 

42. (Canceled) 

43. (Currently amended) The method of claim 49, wherein a first dataset of the N datascts is a 
norr^AP- formatted dataset formatted su c h that the dataset is not readable bv a pro pram or 
module of the business inform ation system . 

44. (Currently amended) The method of claim 49, wherein a first dataset of the N datascts is a 
SAP^- foimalted -datttsxt formatted such th at th c dataset is readable bv any program or m Mulc_of 
t he business information s ystem. 

45. (Currently amended) The method of claim 49, wherein a first dataset of the N datascts and a 
09/893,990 11 
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second datasel of the N dalascts have different formats. 

46. (Previously presented) The method of claim 49, wherein the dalascts D l5 D 2 , D N have 
formats F h F 2 , F N , respectively, wherein the at least one bridge program comprises N bridge 
programs P,, \\ P N respectively keyed to the formats F„ F 2? F N for respectively generating 
the Aspect files A,, A 2J A N . 

47. (Previously presented) The method of claim 49, wherein the datasets D„ D 2 , D N have 
formats F„ F 3) F N> respectively, and wherein the at least one bridge program consists of one 
bridge program having logical paths L h 1^, Lm respectively keyed to the formats F,, F 2 , F N 
for respectively generating the Aspect files A u A 2> A N . 

48. (Previously presented) The method of claim 49, wherein Lhc selection rules arc the same for 
each of the N dalascts. 

49. (Currently amended) A method for generating a rcporL by a reporting tool of a SAP business 
information system using and combining data included wiLliin N Aspect files A,, A 2 , A N 
respectively having rollup records [R]„ [R] 2 , [R] N , said N at least 2, said method comprising 
providing N datasets D u D 2> D N having a common kcygroup, and for 1=1,2, .... and N 
executing a non-SA P bridge program not comprised by the busines s information system , 
including: 

identifying select records [S]j of the dataset D js said identifying in accordance with 
09/S93 ; 990 12 
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selection rules applied to Dj; and 

rolling up the select records [S] { with respect to the common kcygroup, wherein the rolhip 
records [R]j corresponding to [S^ have a rollup field and a quantity field, wherein the rollup Held 
stores a rollup keyvalue oflhe select records [S] it wherein tlic quantity field stores the number of 
select records of [S]j that have the same rolhip keyvalue, wherein each rollup record [R]j has a 
unique rollup keyvalue, and wherein the SAP business information system-eomprbies'-a'SAP 
Exceuti vc-ln fo unation Sys t em (EIS) h_^ reporting capabilities Jn conjimclion with a business 
data warehouse , 

50. (Previously presented) The method of claim 49, wherein the report relates to procurement 
data, and wherein the rollup records [R]j, [R] 2 , [R] N include the procurement data. 

51. (Original) The method of claim 50, wherein the procurement data is selected from the group 
consisting of purchase order data, invoice data, and a combination thereof 

52. (Currently amended) The method of claim 49, further comprising: 

transmitting the Aspect file A ( to the SAP business information system where the Aspect 
file A { becomes a Temp file T t having the rollup records [R] f for I = 1, 2, and N; 

making a query to sum over the quantity field for a subset of the rollup records of the N 
Temp files in composite, wherein the subset is determined by the query, and wherein the query is 
adapted to being executed by a SAP module in (he GAP computing environment of th e business 
informa tio n syste m: and 

09/893,990 13 
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executing the query by the SAP module including returning a result o f the query. 

53, (Currently amended) A computer program product, comprising a computer usable medium 
having a computer readable program code embodied therein, said computer readable program 
code comprising an algorithm adapted to implement a method for generating a report by a 
reporting tool of a SAP business information system using data included within an Aspect file, 
said method comprising executing a non-SAP bridge program not comprised bv the business 
information system , said executing including: 

generating the Aspect file through use of data derived from a datasct, said generating 
using a first operating system, said Aspect file not readable by the SAP business information 
system only because the SAP business information system is functioning within a second 
operating system that differs from the first operating system; 

converting the Aspect file into a Temp file that is readable by the SAP business 
information system; and 

transmitting the Temp file to the SAP business information system, wherein the SAP 
business information system tomprfecsTin^ has 
re porting capabiliti es in conj unction with a business data warehouse . 

54. (Currently amended) A computer program product, comprising a computer usable medium 
having a computer readable program code embodied therein for generating a report by a reporting 
tool of a S-AP business information system using data included within an Aspect file having 
rollup records, said program code comprising a non-SAP bridge program twJU^7IIES^ 

09/893,990 14 
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business inform ation s ystem, wherein th e brid ge program is adapted to generate the Aspect file 
through use of data derived from a datasel and to transmit the Aspect file to the SAP business 
information system, said datasct having a kcygroup, wherein to generate the Aspect file includes 
to roll up a portion of the dataset with respect to the kcygroup, wherein each rollup record has a 
rollup field and a quantity field, wherein the rollup field stores a rollup keyvalue of the kcygroup, 
wherein the quantity field stores the number of dataset records that have the same rollup 
keyvalue, wherein each rollup record has a unique rollup keyvalue, and wherein the SAP 
business information system compris es* atrSAr P Ex e cutive I nformation S y stem (-EHS) hag 
reportin g capabilities in con junct ion with a business data warehou se, 

55. (Currently amended) A computer program product, comprising a computer usable medium 
having a computer readable program code embodied therein for generating a rq^ort by a reporting 
tool of a SAP business information system using and combining data included within N Aspect 
files A 1} A}, A K respectively having rollup records [R] :> [R] 2l [R] N , said N at least 2, said 
program code comprising at least one non-SAP bridge program not comprised bv the bu siness 
information s ystem, wherein the br id ge program is adapted to respectively generate the N Aspect 
files Ihrough use of data derived from select records [S]„ [S] 2> [S] N of N datascts D,, D 2 , 
D N , respectively, and to transmit the N Aspect files to thc-SAP business information system, said 
select records [S],, [S] 2 , ..«, [S] N having a common kcygroup, wherein to generate the N Aspect 
files comprises, for 1-1,2, and N: 

to identify the select records [S]j in accordance with selection rules applied to D ; ; and 
to roll up the select records [S] { with respect to the common kcygroup, wherein the rollup 

09/893,990 15 
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records [R] f corresponding to [S], have a rollup field and a quantity field, wherein the rollnp field 
stores a rollup keyvaluc of the select records [S] ; , wherein the quantity field stores the number of 
select records of [S]; lhal have the same rollup keyvakie, wherein each rollup record [R] s has a 
unique rollup keyvaluc, and wherein the SAP business information system compris es an SAP 
Ex e cutive I n fo r ma ti o n Systcrtr(fctS) has reporting capabilities in conjunction with a business 
dat a war e house . 
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